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L E T”T ＋ E R 


FROM A 

MERCHANT | 
18 5; 

5 N D 0 N 
TO H1s 


| Correponden Abroad, &: 


H AVE the Favour of 
che 16th Ultimo, with 
5 0 an Account of the 
Kea preſent State of Af- 
faire in Italy, which is very 
entertaining , and I agree with 
you, that it is a great Difadvan- 
B tage 


(2) 


tage to any Country to be go- 
vern d as a Province; Maples and 
Sicily (you obſerve very juſtly) un- 
der a Sovereign of their own, be- 
gin now to flouriſh again ; and 
the FHFlorentines don't, without 
reaſon, repine at the abſence of 
their Great Duke. 


1 mal continue to ſupply you 
with political Pamphlets ; theſe 
Pieces are in prodigious Demand 
at preſent. No Body asks for the 
Tatlers and Spectators now. The 
Belles Lettres lye by the Walls; 
and for Sermons, they are a Drug 
indeed, of which the Clergy ſeem 
not inſenſible; and this I take 
to be the rang. that many of 
them turn their Heads to Poli- 


b ticks ; ; you'd be aftoniſh'd at the 
public 


(3) 
public Spirit that reigns amongſt 
us, anxious for the Ballance of 


Europe, we let our Books run 
behind-hand ; and to this uni- 


verſal Paſſion muſt | you impute 
my Delay in drawing out your 
account Current ; and pray don't 


be ſurpriz d to find me among 


the Number of thoſe that court 
the Smiles of the gentle Reader 
upon their Labour in our Coun- 


try's Cauſe, for I long to cut a 


Figure in Print, and- give a Spe- 
cimen of Patriotiſm in this pub- 


lic-ſpirited Age, without Vanity 
1 can pretend to one Qualification. 


which moſt of our Authors want, 
and that is, Impartiality, I do go 
(Jconfeſs) to Court ſometimes ; 


for tho I grow old, I ſtill ad- 
mire the Ladies; in my Yauth 


3 TY 


(EF 
T lov'd the Sex, and if in Age 
I doat upon 'em, how can 1 


5 help it 1 


7 211 Puellis nuper idoneus 
Et militavi non fine Glorid. 


Theſe are pleaſing reflections in 


the decline of Life, and the re- 


membrance of having once been 
acceptable to the Fair, will make 
my Heart glad always. As I was 
ſaying, my aim being to ſeaſt my 
| Eyes, and not beg a Place, my 
ambition is not diſappointed, 

things may be right, and I not in 
play. | 


Now to give you a few gene- 
ral Hints of my Deſign, I ſhall 
endeavour to trace our preſent 


Dif- 


$9 
Difficulties to their true Source, 
for I think the Saddle ought to. 
be put upon the right Horſe ; J 
ſhall ſtate our Affairs icpartially; 
and without Malice; the Utrechs 
Treaty begins now to work, and 
it is to be fear d that our Chil- 
dren will feel more ſevere Effects 
of it. The War was glorious, 
and the Peace as infamous; we 
behold France again the Terror 
of Europe, without ſeeing how 
another grand Alliance can be 
form'd for the common Security. 
The Imperial Eagle droops. The 
Houſe of Auſtria is no longer the 
dreaded Rival of the houſe. of 
Bourbon. © Non ſempre g Huo- 
« mini ſavi diſcernono 0 giudi- 
« cano perfettamente, ſpeſſo ſi di- 
e moſtrano ſegni della Debollez- 


CC Sa 


(6) 

4 2a dell Intelletto Humano, are 
the Words (you know) of that 
great Hiſtorian Guicciardine; 

and the Conduct of the Miniſtry 
at /----2a confirm the Truth of 
the Obſervation ; for this unhap- 
py turn is undeniably owing: to 
ſome weak Steps. We ought not 
to be ſurpriz'd at our being told 

that we haye no Ally to depend | 

upon; we made a ſeparate Peace, | 
and no Ally can depend upon us. 
We behav'd ſadly to the poorCaza- 
lans, we not only abandon'd em, 
we did worſe, we diſtreſs'd 'em 
afterwards. Now can we ever 
expect that the Subjects of any 
Prince with whom we may here- 
aſter be at War, will liſten to our 
Promiſes, or take up Arms at our 
Inſtigation? Beſides this Dif- 
. fidence 


EF) 
fidence of us, there are other Ob- 
ſtacles to a new Confederacy, a a 
neighbouring State who are more 
immediately expos d, ſeem lull'd 
aſleep, and have no apprebenſions 
of the Danger. The Empire of the 
Romans is not entirely to be af- 
cribed to their Valour: The In- 
dolence and Supineneſs of the ; 
| 2 d Nations contributed to 
Philip ſuffer'd their Legions 
5 march thro' his Country a- 
gainſt Antiocus the Great; and in 
acknowledgment of the favour 
they took the Kingdom from his 
Son, and reduc'd it to a Province. 
Hiſtory indeed tells us, that his 
Macedonian Majeſty was over a 


Bottle when he conſented to their 
Paſſage. 


Upon 


(8). 


Upon our Trade depend our 
riches and our ftrength ; it- is 
our all, and therefore in all our 
Negotiations it ought to be the 


Alpha and Gnega; the firſt 


thing, and the laſt in our thoughts; 
but by mournfu] Experience we 
find that the Urrecht Plenipoten- 
tiaries never thought of it at all. 
They have indeed this to urge in 
their own Vindication, that of all 
who had a Finger in the Pye, not 
one beſides 4. M. Eſq; cou'd rea- 
ſonably be ſuppos d to know any 
thing of the Matter. Inſtead of 
inſiſting upon all the Vewfound- 
land Fiſhery, they gave up the 
very beſt part to the French; but 
with regard to Spain, they in- 
jur'd their Country ſtill more, for 
to 


N81 
to their want of Knowledge or 
Attention, may we in ſome degree 
attribute the preſent Embroils with 
that Nation; we diſcoyer with 
half an Eye the Defedts of the 
preceding Treaties of Commerce 
between us, and any Amendments, 
Explanations, Conceſſions, (call 
'em what you pleaſe) might have 
been obtain'd and clearer Diſtinc- 
tions made to the lawful Trade 
and the illicit. We can no more 
defend our Pretenfions to the Spa- 
niards Logwood, than they can 
Juſtify their Treatment of us, they 
may indeed alledge in Extenua- 
tion, that we are the Aggreſſors, 
and gave the higheſt Provocation 
by uſing em ill in the Medi- 


terranean. 


C Ma- 


( 10 ) 


Manet alta mente repoſtum 
Excidium Siculum W in- 
Jjuria claſſis. 


Ihe deſtroying that Fleet was 
both barbarous and impolitick. 
Can we hope to make a Man 
our Friend by knocking him 
down? and it is my Opinion, that 
Reſentment more than any other 
motive has prompted em to ſeize 
and treat us in the manner they 
have done, for what is the Log- 
wood to them ? What Notion have 
they of it ? The Trees might 
ſtand till they fell of themſelves, 
if we did not cut 'em. If Trade 

be our Life, as ſure it is, can we 

be too careful of it? Can we be 
too ſolicitous to preſerve it? Wasn't 

it then il judg'd in us to expoſe 


a : 


(12) 


a moſt valuable Branch, to fave 


the Dominions of a P---ce whom 
we had aggrandiz'd at the expence 
of Millions, and who (as it has 


been whif per'd) as a Proof of his 


grateful Senſe of his Obligations 
to the Nation, ſpirited up the Spa- 


niards to beſiege Gibraltar. What 
a pity is it? that two Nations ſhould 


quarrel, whoſe Intereſt it is to be 


united in the ſtricteſt Friendſhip; 
how plain does it appear that the 


Advantages are reciprocal ; they 
buy our Manufactures, we their 
Wine, Fruit, &c. protected by our 


Squadrons their Galleons may de- 
fy all the Naval Force of Europe, 


and I will aſſert, that whoever of 
either Nation wiſhes for 4 War, 


is not a good Engliſhman” nor a 


good Spaniard. 


C 2 I 


(32) 


I ſhall preſume to give a few 

hints to the South-Sea Com pany, 
and offer a Plan for the Improve- 
ment of the Trade hereafter, which, 
if I don't flatter myſelf, will 
be mutually advantageous, and 
the Spaniards will find their ac- 


count in it as well as we. 


Let the Man at the Helm ſteer 
never ſo well if the reſt aboard 
don't do their Duty, the Ship 
will be aſhore; unleſs we love 
our Country, without a publick 
Spirit, vain ate the Efforts of a Mi- 
niſtry for the Common Weal. I 
was down in Suſſex lately, and all 
along the Coaſt they bitterly bewail 
the Running of our Wool, that it 
is a {ad thing, we ſhow'd lend the 


French 


(13) 
French a Knife to cut our Throatz, 
and at the fame time every Skin 
of em, to a Man, makes the maſt f 
his, catches at the ready- money 
Chap, and if he is not aiding and 
aſſiſting in carrying it off, muſt 
know that it is for Foreign Ule. 


The other Day I din'd with a 
Friend, who lamented our forlorn 
Condition, and ſaid, that the Na- 
tional Debt was a Millſtone about 

our Neck, and would certainly link 

us at laſt: I was going to propoſe 

Sir J. B.'s generous Scheme as the 

beſt Expedient in our preſent 

Circumſtances, when he took me 

up ſhort, — Lord! (ſays 

he) what do you mean? - Do 

vou know what you're talking 

of? — Why — ſuppoſing I have 
tans | 


(14) 
fifty thouſand Pounds in the Funds, 
which may render me annually 
two thouſand, I vow to G-—d, 
with that and a few Acres I have 
beſide, at the Year's End, things 


live with five hundred leſs ? -——-- 
His Lady's Colour went and came, 
and I perceiv'd her ruffled too; 
ſo to ſmooth matters, I turn'd the 

Diſcourſe.----Pray, Madam (ſaid I) 
have you read Dr. Trapp's excel- 
lent Sermons againſt that crazy 


miſchievous Creature Mr. }/hite- 


feld. — Were you upon Change, 
you'd be confounded, you wou'dn't 
diſtinguiſh Servants from Maſ- 
ters; we have Book-keepers with 
Gold-headed Canes and lac d 
Waiſtcoats. 
5 e Pe 


hardly meet, how then ſhou'd I 


{ nx5) 


A little low Life now and then 
for Variety does well enough; 
and not long ago 1 happen to. 
be over a Pint of — at 
the ſame Table, with an ordinary 
Perſon. — He was complaining 
heavily the Times were bad, and 
how hard it was to get Bread. 
Why, Friend, quoth I, you don't 
look as if you were ftarv'd. No, 
| Maſter, quoth he, it is not ſo bad 
as that neither; I till have boil'd 
or roaſt, and a Pudding a Sun- 

days, and my Wife goes to Church 
in her velvet Hood and Scarf, and 
as well rigg'd as the Parſon's, 
and has her Tea Morning and 
Afternoon as well as her Neigh- 
bours, thank God. — Moſt de- 

plorable is your Caſe really; quoth 

I 


u) 
I again, and I'll warrant it can't 
ſtand you in leſs than a Twelver 
a Day to waſh away Sorrow.---Ay, 
Maſter, (quoth he once more) and 


a Teſter to that ſometimes, Upon 


Inquiry 1 found he was a Jour- 


neyman at his Buſineſs. 


Now it is certain, that a French- 
mam maintains his Family for what 


an Engliſman guzzles in an Ale 


houſe, and not being ſo extrava- 


gant in his Expences, he tan ſet 


his Labour at a lower Rate, and 
work for Jeſs Wages : no wonder 
then if their Merchants gain upon 
us in any Branch of Trade; tor 
as they buy cheaper they can cer- 


tainly afford to ſell cheaper, and 


will cut us out every where, un- 
leſs fome means can be found out 
tO 


(27) 
to reduce the Price of Labour, and 
none occur to me but ſumptuary @ 
Laws for reſtraining our Expences; 
Frugality and Induſtry enrich, 
Luxury and Idleneſs beggar a Na- 
tion; but to imitate the modeſt 
Example of ſome of my Brother 
Authors, inſtead of dogmatical . 
Aſſertions, I ſhall wrap my Sen- 

timents of things in Queries. — 
If Luxury will be fatal to us, why 
don't we retrench our Expences ? 
— If we ſuffer in our Trade, and 
France is more formidable than 
ever, who is to blame ?---Who facri- 
fic'd the Advantages of a glorious 
| War ?-— If our Commerce with 
Spain be valuable, why dedlwe 
break with 'em ? By whoſe | 
Councils did we deſtroy their 
D Fleet 
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Fleet in the A n 5 —— 


Who gave the Inſtructions to- 
If the National Debt be ſo orie- 


vous, why do we exclaim a- 


| gainſt reducing the National In- 


teen the caſieſt Means of ſink- 


ing it! 1 


The Inferences I ſhall make 
from the whole, will be ſuch as 
theſe, that without a Publick Spirit 
a Nation muſtinevitably be ruin'd;-- 


'That to be Great abroad we muſt 


be united at home, and to be u- 
nited home we muſt not be the 
Dupes of wicked and defigning 
Men, we muſt not be influenc'd | 
by any malicious Inſinuations. —— 


'E hat we ſtudy to be quiet and 


caſt all our Care upon him that 


careth 


( 19 ) 


careth for us, with a firm Aſſu- 


rance that what can, is, and will 
be done for us. --- That we are not 
upon the ſame Footing with 


France and Spain as before the 
Treaty of Utrecht. --- That Cla- 
mours may diſtreſs a Miniſtry, de- 


feat their Endeavours at home, 


and hinder the Succeſs of their 
Negotiations abroad. — That a 


wiſe Man who loves his Country, 


never expoſes it, and in Times of 
Difficulty and Danger conceals 
his Fears, not to give the Enemy 


an Advantage. 


Thus you, have a SSO ο of 


what you may expect; with my 
next I ſhall ſupply what elſe 


may 
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